Dear M. G eenwood:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion during the public hearing in Wst Menphis,
Arkansas, on August 20, 2002. In your statenent you di scussed
your board’ s outstandi ng mai ntenance awards for the mainline
| evee work and al so provi ded an update on si x seepage contr ol
projects in the Menphis District area which included one under
construction at Hi |l house |I and five others under investigation
at Hillhouse Il, Austin, Trotters | and Il, and Farrell,
M ssissippi. In regard to the Vicksburg District area, you
di scussed progress on the Upper Yazoo Basin project, projects
under the Continuing Authorities Program (CAP), funding for
reservoir mai ntenance and managenent, and mtigation |land for
the Big Sunfl ower and Upper Yazoo Basin projects.

The Conmi ssion congratul ates you on the many outstandi ng
| evee mai nt enance awards that your | evee board has received over
the years and recogni zes the hard work and dedi cation that you
and your staff have exhi bited.

We appreciate the cooperation that the | evee board has
provi ded the Menphis District with the seepage control itens
menti oned above and with other flood control projects in your
area. The currently schedul ed award dates for the seepage
control itens are as follows: Austin, February 2003;

Trotters |, March 2003; Hill house Il, August 2003; Trotters I1I,
Sept enber 2005; and Farrell, Septenber 2005.



The Conm ssion commends the Yazoo-M ssissippi Delta Levee
Board on its flood control efforts in the Yazoo Ri ver Basin.
Your sponsorship of the Upper Yazoo projects (UYP) has hel ped
the project nove progressively up the Yazoo River. Qur
construction contractor on channel Item 5A is nmaki ng good
progress and is ahead of schedule. The construction contract
for the channel Item 5B was awarded Septenber 27, 2002, and we
expect the notice to proceed this nonth. There has been a m nor
delay with awarding the structures Item7. The problemis now
bei ng reviewed and we plan to resolve it within the next 30
days. As the project nakes its way above G eenwood on the
Tal | ahatchie River, we |look forward to continuing an ongoi ng
relationship with the |evee board to nake this project a
success.

The Conmi ssion acknow edges the needed funds for the UYP
and appreciates the | evee board’ s help in securing these needed
funds. We commt our continued support for this very worthwhile
project in working with the | evee board and the Congress to
vigorously fund the UYP to its full capability.

The Vicksburg District will continue to work with Tunica,
Tal | ahat chi e, and Sunfl ower Counties and the Yazoo- M ssi ssi pp
Delta Levee Board on the CAP projects nentioned in your remarks.
They will be initiated in Fiscal Year 2003, subject to the
avai l ability of funds.

Wth regard to maintenance funding for the Yazoo Basin
Reservoirs, mniml budget requirenents are funded each year to
performthe essential annual operation and mai nt enance
activities for the flood damage reduction function. Funding
shortfalls at these four |akes for other functions--natural
resources stewardshi p, outdoor recreation nanagenent, and
envi ronnental conpliance--exist to varying degrees each year.

Li kewi se, there is a funding shortfall associated wth backl og
mai nt enance that continues to grow at about 6 percent annually.
Currently, the shortfall for all functions perforned at the four
| akes is slightly less than $100 mllion. The M ssi ssipp

Ri ver Commi ssion and the Vicksburg District are cogni zant of
this fact and the associated inplications.



The Vi cksburg District has purchased 3,500 acres of
mtigation land in the Sky Lake area. This mtigation is for
both the Upper Yazoo and Upper Steel e Bayou projects. The State
of M ssissippi had previously purchased a portion of the Sky
Lake area that contained |arge cypress trees. Once the
Vi cksburg District has established trees on this area, it wll
be turned over to the M ssissippi Departnent of WIdlife,

Fi sheries, and Parks for nmanagenent.

Mtigation requirenments on the UYP and Big Sunflower River
Mai nt enance projects are presently concurrent with construction.
The Conmm ssion appreci ates your board's efforts over the years
in securing mtigation tracts on all the Yazoo Basin projects.

The Vicksburg District has conpleted a Real Estate Design
Menor andum on approxi mately 1,600 acres in Bolivar County that
has been offered to us by your board. The Corps plans to nake
an offer on this property this fall. This mtigation |and, when
reforested, will be used to offset environnental |osses fromthe
construction of the Mssissippi River Levees (MRL) project since
our current mtigation needs are for the MRL

The Corps will review and assess whether or not |ands
proposed for a mtigation bank site are appropriate in
accordance with current policy and regulation. Lands already
prot ected under Federal progranms, such as the Wetl and Reserve
Program are generally not appropriate for mtigation and wll
not be given any credit in a mtigation bank.

Thank you again for your comrents during our hearing. The
Commi ssi on appreci ates receiving your views and wll be pleased
to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Conm ssion



